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PRESS RELEASE

MDA calls for remedies to preclude

MEPA from carrying out injustices

The Malta Developers Association has taken note of the recently announced overhaul of MEPA penalties for illegal development, following the publication of two Legal Notices that will come into force as of 24 November, 2012.

MDA does not defend illegal development in any way and therefore it agrees that MEPA should have at its disposal an effective deterrent to curb this abuse.

At the same time, however, MEPA has no deterrent that precludes it from carrying out injustices, especially where consistency and punctuality of its decisions are concerned. It is high time, therefore, that MEPA becomes also subject to penalties when injustices are suffered by applicants as a result of its actions or inaction.

MDA is also deeply concerned that MEPA has no clear policy on renewals of existing permits. While MDA maintains that all permits issued by MEPA under the current planning regime should be automatically renewed, MEPA has not yet committed itself to an unambiguous written policy on renewals of development permits.

The lack of a clear policy on renewal of permits means that holders of permits do not have any guarantee that their permits would be renewed unless relevant sites are committed. Although the current slowdown in the property market indicates that it would not be in their interest to carry out all approved developments within the validity period of relative permits, developers are concluding that they have no alternative but to start works since this is the only way to ensure that their permits are not lost. This leads to an increase in sites where development works have been started but not finished.

31 August, 2012
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PRESS RELEASE

MDA titlob rimedji biex iżommu
l-MEPA milli twettaq inġustizzji

Il-Malta Developers Association (MDA) ħadet nota tal-bidla imħabbra dan l-aħħar fis-sistema ta’ multi tal-MEPA f’każ ta’ żvilupp illegali permezz tal-publikazzjoni ta’ żewġ Avviżi Legali li jiġu fis-seħħ fl-24 ta’ Novembru, 2012.

L-MDA ma tiddefendix żvilupp illegali u allura taqbel li l-MEPA għandha jkollha għad-dispożizzjoni tagħha deterrent effettiv biex trażżan dan l-abbuż.

Fl-istess hin, madanakollu, il-MEPA ma għandha l-ebda deterrent li jżommha milli twettaq inġustizzji, speċjalment fejn għandhom x’jaqsmu l-konsistenza u l-puntwalità tad-deċiżjonijiet tagħha. Wasal iż-żmien, għaldaqstant, li l-MEPA tkun ukoll suġġetta għal multi meta applikanti jsofru inġustizzji bħala riżultat tal-azzjonijeit jew nuqqas ta’ azzjoni tagħha.

L-MDA hi ukoll serjament inkwetata bil-fatt li l-MEPA ma għandha ebda policy ċara dwar ir-rinovament ta’ permessi eżistenti. Filwaqt li l-MDA tinsisti li l-permessi maħruġa mill-MEPA taħt ir-reġim ta’ ppjanar kurrenti għandhom ikunu rinovati awtomatikament, il-MEPA għadha ma kkommettitx ruħha għal policy miktuba u mhux ambigwa dwar ir-rinovament ta’ permessi għall-iżvilupp.

Dan in-nuqqas ta’ policy ċara dwar ir-rinovament ta’ permessi jfisser li min għandu permessi ma għandu ebda garanzija li dawn ikunu rinovati jekk ma jibdix ix-xogħol biex jikkommetti s-sit rilevanti. Għalkemm it-tnaqqis ta’ attività fis-suq tal-proprjetà li hawn bħalissa jindika li ma jkunx fl-interess tagħhom li jesegwixxu l-iżviluppi kollha approvati fiż-żmien li għalih dawn il-permessi huma validi, l-iżviluppaturi qed jikkonkludu li ma għandhom ebda alternattiva ħlief li jibdew ix-xogħol bħala l-uniku mod li bih jassiguraw li l-permessi tagħhom ma jintilfux. Dan iwassal biex jiżdied l-ammont ta’ siti fejn l-iżvilupp jinbeda u ma jitlestiex.

31 ta’ Awissu, 2012
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